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THE UNREASONABLENESS AND DANGER OF 
INDECISION.* 


Acts xxv1. 28. Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thow per- 
suadest me to be a Christian. 


Tuts acknowledgment was made by the king, while Paul stood be- 
fore him a prisoner in chains. Being permitted to speak for himself, 


the apostle begins with relating his manner of life from his youth; r 


—how that after the strictest sect of their religion, he lived a Pharisee. 
He next mentions his former zeal in persecuting the saint#—W hich went 
to prove the sincerity of his new course of conduct, while it cleared 
him from the charges of his accusers. He then relates the circum- 
stances of his miraculous conversion ; and the fact of his receiving 
from Christ himself a commission to preach the gospel; and shows, 
that his preaching repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesys 
Christ, was only in obedience to the heavenly vision, . thus ef: 
feetually pleads his own cause, and the cause of his divine laster. He 
then appeals directly to the king, in the conciliatory and pertinent Jan- 
guage that precedes the text.— King Agrippa, believest ‘ae 





* This Sermon having been preached in several places, with very manifest tokens of 
the divine blessing, was requested of Mr. Wilcox for publication in this Work. In con- 
sequence of whieh, a short time before his lamented death, which took place May 28th, 
he gave permission that the mannscript be forwarded tothe Fuiter. 
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prophets? I know that thou believest.”” Then Agrippa said unto 
Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 

Preaching like this of Paul, often produces the sime effect and no 
more. Conscience is awakened to the reality and importance of reli- 
gion ; while the heart is not yet ready to receive the truth in the love 
of it. Probably very few, if any, enjoy a preached gospel for any con- 
siderable time, without being brought in their minds to the very point 
to which Agrippa was brought, when he uttered the sentiment of the 
text. In many, doubtless, this state of mind is frequent. They are 
often just upon the point of becoming Christians. They continue per- 
haps year after year in this state of indecision: and many, it is to be 
feared, go down to the second death, who all their lives long, were 
almost persuaded to become Christians. 

I have chosen these words of king Agrippa, as the foundation of 
some remarks upon the UNREASONABLENESS and DANGER of such inde- 
cision, with respect to religion. 

I. We will consider, in the first place, the UNREASONABLENESS of 
such indecision. 

1. This will appear evident, first, from a view of the advantages 
which are enjoyed for formmg a decision. 

It cannot be too often repeated, that even the works of creation exhibit 
enough of God’s wisdom and benevolence to lead us at onee to adore, 
love, and obey Him, if it were in our hearts to love infinite excellence. 
Our first parents could see enough of God in the beauties of Eden, 
and in the glories of the firmament, to awaken spontaneous emotions 
of gratitude and praise. And if we do not discover constant mani- 
féstations of the divine glory, in creation, it is only because our eyes are 
blinded by sin. And is it not unreasonable to shut our eyes, and 
grope in darkness at noonday, and ‘then complain of the want of light ? 

But ‘God has given us something more than the light of nature : 
though his justice did not require him to do it. A just sovereign 


is under no obligation, surely, to send messengers with terms of: 
reconciliation to a few outcasts upon the borders of his dominions, ~ 
who have fallen off from their allegiance by unprovoked rebellion. 
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Much less is he under obligation to make any sacrifice for their re- 
covery; or to reason and plead with the rebels, when they only can 
be benefitted by such expense, and labour, and condescension. But 
God has sent to our rebellious world an embassy of peace, at an 
immeasurable expense ; and has condescended to reason and plead 
with us, that we would be reconciled to him. He has sent down to 
us the Bible, containing a written revelation of his will, and containing 
the only terms on which the guilty can be restored to favour and to 
happiness. 

Do you doubt whether the origin of this book is divine? It is not 
my present purpose to examine the evidence by which its inspiration * 
is proved. My object is rather to exhibit the advantages for 
making such an examination; and to enforce the duty of doing it ; 
and of coming to a decision without delay. One practical appeal re- 
speeting this evidence shall suffice. You wish to know if the Bible 
be divine. Will not the same evidence satisfy you which satisfied Paul ? 
You have the very same ; the same miracles and the same testimony. 
Nay, you have more evidence of the truth of the Christian system, than 
Paul had. You have increased evidence in the striking fulfilment of 
prophecies since his time; particularly in the state of the Jews, from 
that period to the present. You have increased evidence in the trial 
that Christianity has undergone for eighteen hundred years ; in the tri- 
umphs it has gained over the world, and the powers of darkness; in 
the thousands that have sealed their testimony to its truth with their 
blood ; and in the millions it has transformed from the image of Satan 
into the holy image of God. 

Paul had evidence enough of the divine origin of Christianity, to 
induce him to leave all for its sake, and to account all but loss for its 
excellence ; enough to induce hyn to part with kindred and country, 
that he might make known its unsearchable riches to his fellow-men ; 
enough to enable him resolutely to go through perils the most appal- 
ing ; to suffer hunger and thirst, cold and nakedness, watchings and 
fastings, shipwrecks and persecutions, stripes, and dungeons, and 
deaths. While you, who have much more evidence of the truth of 
Christianity than he had, are not prepared heartily to take a single de- 
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cisive step in its favour. What then is the conclusion that is forced 
upon us? Shall we say that the great apostle of the gentiles was a 
weak and credulous man? Or rather that you, who remain undecided 
about the truth of Christianity, are unreasonable and stubborn in un- 
belief, or awfully negligent of examination ? 

The truth of Christianity is not more evident, than its doctrines are 
intelligible. A revelation that cannot be understood is an absurdity. 
What is revealed cannot at the same time be hidden. The hidden 
things pertaining to the Christian system lie beyond the range of re- 
velation ; and of course belong not to us, as creatures of time; but 
are reserved to be the themes of eternity. 

It is not pretended that there are no mysteries connected with the 
religion of Christ. Mysteries there must be in a religion coming from 
the infinite God, to creatures of the dust and of yesterday. But the 
mysteries of our religion add to the proofs of its great excellence, as 
well as to those of its high origin. Where would be the infinite grand- 
eur and beauty of a system of religion, that we could fully comprehend 
in this infancy of our being? Who would not wish for a religion in 


which something, nay, much is left to be revealed by the light of 
eternity ? . 


It is readily conceded then, that there are some things in the Scrip- 
tures, hard to be understood ; and which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest to their own destruction. - And if you would wait 
to see every dark passage in the Bible made clear, before you deter- 
mine to give up your heart to its influence, you must wait all your days 
in vain, and perish at last in your sin. For there is not the least pro- 
bability, that you will see what no man, holy or unholy, learned or un- 
learned, has ever yet seen. It is the resort of the captious sinner, 
when pressed with truths that are plain, to demand an explanation of 
those that are mysterious. Urge upon him the duty of repentance, 
and he will stifle all conviction by adverting to the inexplicable union 
between human and divine agency. As if a man should reject what 


he can understand, because there is something else which he cannot 
understand. 
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But those truths necessary to be understood, in order to become a 
true disciple of Christ, are plain and simple. ‘They could not be more 
so. The moral law of God, our only rule of duty, is comprehended 
in the ten commandments ; which common sense cannot fail of under- 
standing. The sum of the ten commandments, as given by Christ 
himself, is, “* Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind ; and thy neighbour as thyself.”’ 
Every child knows what it is to love his parents. But it is just as 
easy to know what it is to love God. Repentance and faith are tke 
terms of salvation proposed in the gospel. Every child knows what 
it is to be grieved when he has done wrong; and what it is to rely 
with confidence and affection upon his parents for a supply of all his 
wants. The meaning of repentance toward God, and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, as illustrated in the Bible, is not leas obvious to the 
child in divine knowledge. 

But, my hearers, your advantages for forming a decision on the sub- 
ject of religion, do not stop here. You hear the gospel preached by 
men set apart to the sole business of expounding and inculcating its 
truths: and you have une day in seven to devote exclusively to this ob- 
ject. You then, that have lived seven years, have had one whole year 
for this important business ; and you that have lived twenty-one, have 
had three ; and you that have lived forty-two, have had six; and you 
that have lived seventy, have had ten ;—ten whole years of hallowed 
time, for deciding the simple question, whether you will be, not only 
almost, but altogether Christians ; whether you will serve God with an 
undivided heart, and live and die in the faith of Jesus. 

In addition to these numerous advantages for forming a decision, 
the Divine Spirit is waiting to aid you. And he warns and beseeches 
you to become reconciled to God. The Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come.—Come, for all things are now ready. No more preparations 
then are to be made on the part of God; and no motives more con- 
straining are to be set before you: No other law, more holy, just, and 
good, enforced by higher and more powerful sanctions, is to be pub- 
lished from another Mount Sinai; no other more awful array of thun- 
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derings, apd voices, and lightnings, and earthquakes, is to attend its 
promulgation ; no other gospel of brighter promises is to come forth 
from the sanctuary of heaven ; no other Saviour of more prevailing 
worth is to appear on the altar of sacrifice, or on the throne of inter- 
cession ; no other heaven, of richer and more enduring glories, is to 
excite your hopes ; and no other hell, of deeper and more lasting woes 
is to alarm your fears. All are placed before you now; and you are 
called upon by every possible motive to decide without delay. Inde- 
cision is therefore unreasonable. But, 

2. This unreasonableness must appear further evident, from a con- 
sideration of the immense importance of religion. 

Notwithstanding all the evidence that the religion of Christ is of divine 
authority, and all the advantages enjoyed in a Christian land for under- 
standing it ; there are multitudes who read ‘about it, and hear its truths 
* preached all their days, without ever sitting down to its examination, and 
deciding for themselves upon its importance. ‘Their belief in its first 
principles is so little the result of reflection, and is so indefinite, that 
it scarcely deserves the name. 

Even their belief in the existence of God is not founded on evidence 
which they have seen and contemplated ; but it is taken up as a com- 
mon opinion, handed down from their fathers. But do they really be- 
lieve in the existence of such a God as the Bible reveals? What would 
be thought of the man who should affirm, that he believed the world 
would be burnt up to-morrow, while at the same time he was pulling 
down his barns to build greater ; and saying to his soul, “ Soul, take 
thine ease ; thou hast much goods laid up for many years ; eat, drink, 
and be merry ?” He would be pronounced a madman, or a base 

’ hypocrite. 

What better can be said of those impenitent men, who affirm that 
they Believe in the God of the Bible,—that God who declares that he 
is “ angry with the wicked every day,” and that “their feet stand on 
slippery places ;” while at the same ‘time, they live as if God were at 

* peace with them, and their feet planted firm on the everlasting hills ? 

Ask them if they do not deem religion important ; and they answer 
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prompiy in the affirmative. But you have the mortilication to see, 
that it is the answer of a child who repeats his part, because it is his 
part. They answer too promptly for serious, heart-felt convietion. 
Perhaps they grant every thing you ask, in order to pass easily over 
the unwelcome subject ; and by conciliating your good opinion, keep, 
you from coming to that personal appeal which they so much dread, 
They acknowledge that religion is an excellent thing,—in as cold and 
heartless a manner, as if it were something in which they had no per; 
sonal concern. ‘They do not regard it as equally the concern of every 
son and daughter of Adam; but associate it with their minister, or 
with the church,—as in some degree professional, They do not regard 
it as the business of every situation ; but as sacred to special occasions ; ¢ 
—not as the business of their whole life; but the thing of a moment, 
to be embraced once for all—just as much of it as they think necessary 
to carry them to heaven. 

But religion cannot be thus treated with safety or impunity, 
It does not deserve such treatment, Aside from its claims to 
divine authority, and simply on account of its effects on the world— 
the change of character which it has wrought in multitudes-—the sup- 
port it has given them in all their trials to the last sinking hour—gnd 
the hope of full immortality which it has then inspired,—on these ac- 
counts, if on no other, it well deserves the examination of every ¢@ 
tional man. Whence these great effects onthe human character and 
condition ? is a question that no thinking man would leave untouched and 
undecided, if he were not blinded by prejudice and-hardened by sin., 

The infidel lays claim to reason ;—here is matter for reason, Tell 
me the reason of this change—from the tyger into the léanb—from the 
murderous persecutor into the chief apostle of the gentiles. 

The moralist laysclaimto humanity. What is this, that healeth the + 
broken in heart, and bindeth up all their wounds ?—that breathé¥pesce q 
on earth and good will to men ? sy 

But religion has yet still higher demands upon your . Con- 
sider its origin. It does come from noon tented 
And if such be its origin, it is just what it professes to be—the “ one thing’ 
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needful.” It would not come clothed with the dignity and enforced 
by the authority of Jehovah, if it were not all-important. As sure as 
Jehovah does not trifle and sport with the happiness of his creatures, 
this cannot be. The Creator has not turned the eyes of the whole uni- 
verse to this province of lis dominions—this dim speck of earth—to 
witness a mock-show of transactions that have only the semblance of 
importance. ‘ There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth.” {t is not said, that the angels rejoice over 
the rise and prosperity of an empire. No—it must be something of 
more moment to fill their disinterested minds with transport ;—even 
the conversion -of a sinner—the salvation of a soul. Angels know the 
importance of such an event. And therefore it is that they rejoice. 

Religion is every thing, if it be true ; and it is nothing, if it be false. 
If Christ died at all, it was for an object whose importance can be 
measured only by the destinies of eternity. If there are any joys laid up 
for the righteous, they are joys which it hath not “ entered into the 
heart of man to conceive :” and if there is any wrath in store for the 
wicked, it is “‘ the wine of the wrath of God, poured out without mix- 
tyre into the cup of his indignation.” 

Zow'cannot, then, make the question of religion a matter of small 
moment. It is every thing, or it is nothing. All is at stake, or no- 

There is no middle ground: and no wise man will rest till 
thg. point is decided. It behooves every one, then, to be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind,—to settle down for ever on one side or the 
other of this momentous question. “ How long halt ye between two 
opinions? Ifthe Lord be God, follow him, but if Baal, then follow 
him.” 

If any of you mean to die without religion,—but you do not,—no, 
you do not.—If then you mean to live without it, your first step should 
be to prove it unimportant, that you may throw it away at once, and 
thus free yourselves from its restraints. This youcannot do: and the 
very idea of being engaged in such an attempt would fill you with 
horror, Admit the shadow of a thought to come across your mind, 
that possibly the scene of Calvary. is a fable, and it would chill you to 








the heart, to see the world thus stripped of its hope, and the universe 
of its glory. 

Since; then, you cannot determine to reject religion entirely, you 
seem to allow it some importance. But, I repeat it, if it is any thing, 
it is every thing. Indecision, therefore, on the subject of religion is 
altogether unreasonable. It is madness to be only almost persuaded. 
This leads us to consider, 

II. The pancer of indecision in religion. 

1. It hardens the heart, and thus renders a favourable decision less 
and less probable. 

The man who lives year after year, no more than almost persuaded 
to be a Christian, is-not waiting for more light, Still he waits, though 
he cannot tell why. He perhaps wonders that he can rest a moment 
in uncertainty—talks of his delay as a calamity, and not as a crime— 
and resolves, over and over again, that henceforth he will be in earnest. 
He is often about to embrace religion—often on the point of coming to 


Christ. Many things move him; but nothing governs him. Such a, 


man has many seasons of particular sensibility, A text of scripture 
troubles him, or a sermon affects him. But they are soon fprgotten. 
He is struck to the heart by the death of a friend, and mingles his tears. 
with the clods that cover him. He goes silently. away ; and while he 
keeps in view the chilling images of that cold, dark, narrow bed ¢ 
corruption ; and perhaps paints to his mind the whole scene of 

and burial, and considers how it will soon be thus and thus with him,— 
he is almost ready to resolve that he will give himself no rest, till he is 
sure that he shall die in peace and sleep in Jesus. But all in a few 
days is forgotten, or remembered as a dream when one awaketh. 

And now, what is the effect of this indecision ?—of these half-formed 
resolutions,—these seasons of sensibility that pass away like the mor- 
ning cloud and the early dew? Do they soften, or do they harden 
the heart? Is a man the better, or is he the Worse for them? I am not 
pleading for insensibility. ‘*O that our head were waters, and our 
eyes fountains of tears, that we might weep day and night” over the 
hardness of human hearts! But js it not a fact, that the acutest sensi- 
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bility is blunted by being often exercised to no purpose? Have none of 
you acquaintances, neighbours, or friends, whose hearts have been 
melted many a time, only to be frozen the harder? Once they wept 
at the love of Jesus—but they do not weep now. Once they trembled 
at the terrors of death and judgment—but they do not tremble now. 
Whence this change? ‘Truth is not changed. ‘The love of Christ is 
still the same. It is the same thing to die, and to stand at the bar of 
God. No messenger in the mean time has come from the invisible 
world, to lower the terms of salvation. No one has come from hea- 
ven to tell them that its glories have passed away—that its crowns 
have faded, and its songs have ceased. . No one has come from hell, 
to tell them that its fires are quenched ; and that its weeping and wail- 
ing are hushed for ever. God sits on the same high and holy throne, 
supporting his government on the same eternal principles. All things 
in heaven and hell remain unchanged ; and they find the same things 
on every page of the Bible. The change, then, must be wholly in 
themselves. ‘That understanding, once so clear, is now darkened ; 
that heart, once so tender, is now hardened ; that conscience, once so 
wakeful, is now lulled to sleep. They have resolved and re-resolved 
80 often—they have wavered, and doubted, and hesitated so long—that 
they:seem almost proof against any lasting impression. And are there 
nene of you, whom this “halting between two opinions,’’—this 
being only “almost persuaded to be a Christian”—is likely to 
ruin? Are there none of you in danger of being hardened through 
the deceitfulness of this sin? Does religion appear to you now as it 
once did? Are you as much impressed with its importance, and as 
easily affected by its truths as you once were ? 

The time has been, when you left the house of God with an aching 
heart—chose the most retired path homeward, that no one might break 
in upon your reflections—and stole away to some secret chamber, to 
give vent to the overflowings of a wounded spirit. For a day or two 
you were solemnly thoughtful. Perhaps you went, of your own accord, 
to a pious friend, with the momentous inquiry on your faltering tongue ; 
and thus wakened the dear hope that you were about to choose that 
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good part, which should never be taken from you. But you hesitated 
till the favourable moment was past. Your convictions were stifled— 
your tears dried up. ‘Then you shunned that pious friend; because 
his presence reproved your instability. You grew more and more 
careless, till another occasion like that just mentioned again arrested 
your attention, and, after leading you through a course of similar feel- 
ings and conduct, passed off in the same manner—only leaving you 
still more careless and more hardened. And how is it with you now ? 
Have the wonders of redemption lost none of their charms, and the 
realities of eternity none of their power? Is it as easy to be almost 
persuaded to be a Christian, as it once was? Is there no reason to 
fear, that while you are at a stand, the work of hardening the heart 
still going on, and that the time is not far distant when the long-suffer- 
ing of God will wait no more to be trifled with by such unstability ? 

This brings us to consider another danger of indecision :— 

2. It may provoke God to leave you for ever. 

The sin of those who hesitate between life and death, is aggravated 
by some circumstances, which do not attend that of the open profligate 
and avowed infidel. I am not saying that it is greater on the whole, 
but only that it is aggravated by some circumstances peculiar to itself. 
They may think that they respect religion more, and perhaps Bi 
respect it more than the infidel and profligate: but they stop " 
point surrounded with so much more light,—they see Christ and the 
world of glory on the one hand, and ‘this world and the world of wo 
on the other—and waver between them with so much more delibera- 
tion, that they are guilty of more shameful trifling and more daring in- 
consistency. And think you that it will not provoke the anger of Jeho- 
vah, to see men who acknowledge his infinite excellence, putting him off 
with half of their hearts? Will the Father look on with indifference, 
while his well-beloved Son is treated with such indignity as to be made 
the rival of him who is called the god of this world? Will he behold 
unmoved, while those mansions which he has prepared at such an ex- 
pense, and filled with such glories, are brought down to a competition 
with this vain earth, upon which he has stamped his curse? Will he 
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always continue to set life and death before the sinner, while the for- 
mer is bartered away for vanity, and the latter braved as an empty 
sound? If any sinners are ever given over to a reprobate mind, so 
that the Spirit ceases to strive with them, what class is in more danger 
of such reprobation, than the one we have been contemplating? Does 
the Bible speak of the blinded mind and hardened heart of those who 
are given up of God? And are not these the consequences of inde- 
cision? Does the Bible speak of such as crucify the Son of God 
afresh, and put him to open shame? And are not these almost Chris- 
tians in imminent danger of doing it ? 

Reflect for a moment upon the character and history of Saul, the king 
of Israel. Follow him from the day of hig anointing to the day of his 
death ; and you will trace the steps by which a man who is but * half 
a saint, makes his own destruction sure.” He was always wavering. 
One day he made supplication to the Lord ; and the next he disobeyed 
him in the sight of all Israel. One day he wrought deliverance for 
God’s chosen people ; the next he rejected God himself, and was then 
rejected of God from being king. Then, it is said, “the Lord de- 
parted from him ;” and that was the turning point of his destiny ; and 
his history onward to the close of life is marked with despair the most 
heart-rending. Every action bespeaks an outcast from the favour of 
God, seeking refuge, but finding none. He went about to kill David, 
the Lord’s anointed, but was afraid of him, for the Lord was with him. 
The Philistines made war against him and he was sore distressed. 
He inquired of the Lord, as aforetime, but the Lord answered him 
not. He called upon Heaven for accustomed aid ; but all was silence 
the most profound and appaling. All communication between him 
and a merciful Heaven, was cut off for ever. His despair then drove 
him to unlawful acts, to pry into the secrets of the invisible world,— 
but only to hear his own doom from the mouth of his former friend 
and father.— Wherefore dost thou come to me, seeing the Lord is 
departed from thee, and become thine enemy ?. To-morrow shalt thou 
and thy sons be with me.” On the morning of that fatal day, he went 
forth to the battle, with this sound from the invisible world ringing in 
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his ear, and a certain fearful looking for of judgment thrilling his 
bosom :—he rushed along till the maddening energy of despair was all 
spent—then fought awhile at random—then fled from the field, and 
plunged into the eternal world, with the guilt of self-murder on his 
soul. This is the end of one who was once “ almost a saint.” There 
is not in the world a more sorrowful sight, than the ruin of such a man. 
You may contemplate the fall of a kingdom without emotion—you 
may sit on some high eminence, and survey the ruins of the last con- 
flagration without a tear,—but over such a fall, and the ruin of an im- 
mortal being, the heart of adamant must feel ; the stones of the street 
might almost cry out, and the mountains take up a wailing, and the hills 
a lamentation. 

And did you never know of a fall in any degree similar to this? 
Did you never know a man who appeared to be, at least, fast verging 
towards a similar fall? What better prospect has he, who, in a season 
of the out-pouring of the Spirit, or upon a sick-bed, mourns over the 
sins of his past life, lifts his warning voice to his companions in iniquity, 
and calls for the Christians whom he once despised, to instruct him 
and pray for him ; but when the season of general stupidity returns, 
or health is restored, is ashamed of what he calls his weakness, pro- 
nounces it a delusion, joins with his old companions in making a mock 
of the warnings he gave them, shuns the Christians who remind him 
of his prayers and promises, and at length settles down into a state 
worse than the first ? 

REMARKS. 

From the view which has been taken of this subject, it follows very 
obviously, that to be almost a Christian will not save the soul. 

There are many who rest contented with making some approach 
toward the Christian character, and fee] a degree of complacency, in 
being not far from the kingdom of heaven. But no promise of salva- 
tion is made to such. Christ has not pronounced them blessed. Into 
the region in which they dwell, though ever so near his kingdom, there 
shines no cheering light from his countenance—no beam of hope from 

the Sun of Righteousness. 
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By none of the remarks that have been made on the subject ot inde- 
cision, have 1 intended to intimate that they who thus hesitate, are 
standing on neutral ground, where they are neither the friends nor the 
enemies of God, and where they have as little to fear from his wrath 
as to hope from his favour. The Bible acknowledges no such neu- 
trality of state and character. From its whole tenour,.and its explicit 
declarations, it is as clear as any truth thdt ever came from heaven, that 
he who is not with Christ is against him, and must take his etcrnal 
portion with all that are against him. The contending principles and 
emotions in the man we have been contemplating—the conflicts be- 
tween his conscience and heart—hia fluctuations between duty and 
inclination—between God and the world, life and death, are only 
aggravations of his guilt. And beneath them there is a strong current, 
like one of those beneath the tumultuous waves of ocean :—a current 
that is bearing him along in no uncertain direction, and to no uncer- 
tam end. And toward that fearful end, his course is no less rapid 
than direct. 

It is vain for men to think of keeping destruction at a distance, and 
keeping the uplifted arm of vengeance long suspended, by wavering, 
and hesitating, and deferring the time of decision :—vain indeed to 
think of delaying the hour of their doom, by delaying that of their 
promised repentance. While they stand doubting as to their choice 
between life and death, the day of their calamity is at hand, and the 
things that come upon them make haste. They may linger, but. their 
‘+ judgment lingereth not ;’’ they may slumber, but their “‘ damnation 
slumbereth not.” And will it not be dreadful to perish, after having 
been almost a Christian _—dreadful to go down to the world of dark- 
ness by that path which lies nearest the regions of light? Think you, 
that to have been almost a Christian on earth will take from the lost 
sinner, the bitterness of misery? Will not this nearness to salyation 
tend rather to enhance the awfulness of final ruin? To enjoy so much 
divine illumination, as ciearly to see the path of life, and readily to 
acknowledge the obligation to walk in it, and to feel so strongly the 


numerous motives inviting and impelling towards it, and the influences of 
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the Spirit pressmg these motives—to feel these so strongly as to make a 
near approach to heaven’s gate ; and then after all to turn back ; or to 
stand there till it be closed for ever—ah! this must prepare the soul for 
aggravated misery. ‘T’o go, as it were, to the top of Calvary, ponder 
upon its divine wonders, contemplate the Lamb of God in his dying 
agonies, and feel the mind overawed at the sight, and the heart almost 
melted into penitence, and almost kindled into love,—and still to hesitate, 
and to reject the great salvation—ah! this is trampling under foot the 
blood of atonement, and incurring that sorer punishment due to such 
guilt. And if, in the dark world of wo, any forlorn wretch will be stung 
to the heart with a keener feeling of anguish than all others, will it not 
be the man, who on earth came nearest to the kingdom of heaven— 
and then lost it, for want of one decisive step? As he calls to mind 
the: unnumbered mercies here enjoyed—the oft-repeated proffers of 
salvation here slighted ; and as he lifts his weeping eye to that world 
of glory above,—O, with what bitterness of spirit—with what sinking 
and dying of the heart within him, will he exclaim, ‘ Time was when 
I bid fair for a seat in yonder region—when I was well nigh an heir 
to that incorruptible inheritance ; 1 did but just miss the path to those 
realms of light and life everlasting,—just fail of being one in that 
happy company around the throne of God; I had my hand almost 
upon a crown like one of theirs; a little more, and now, instead of 
wailing here among the lost, | had been singing there among the 
redeemed!’ , that little more !—it will bite like a serpent, and sting 
like an adder. Surely, to be sinking for ever in the bottomless pit, 
must be damnation enough without the everlasting recollection of 
having plunged from the threshold of heaven! 

It is time then, my hearers, to have done for ever with merely 
supposing religion to be important, and coldly wishing that its 
spirit and its blessings were ours, and almost resolving to obtain them. 
It is no time to hesitate, when all is at stake ; no time to delay our 
choice between life and death, when that day may come unawares 
which will take this question out of our hands, and decide it for us, 
and decide that we are undone for eternity. Let us then rise at once 
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to the high and holy resolution;ief bing, not only almost, but altogether 
Christians, and devoting ourselves, with our whole heart, to the service 
of our divine Letd-and Redeemer. This life is so short and uncertain 
—the life to come is so long and: so suré—the work assigned to this 
@ansient state is so momentous—so great is the hazard of delay—the 
consequence of failure is so woful—and so glorious the reward of suc- 


cess—that the wise man will tremble at one wasted hour. He will . 


give himself no rest, till the great question of life and death is settled, 
as he would wish to have it settled for ever. Every wise man will make 
this his first business ; and he that is wise, is wise for himself, while he 
that scorneth, he alone must bear it. Yes,—he must bear it, and 
bear it alone for ever. 


“*While God invites, how bless’d the day ! 
How sweet the Gospel’s charming sound ! 
Come, sinners, haste, Oh, haste away, 
While yet a pardoning God he’s found. 


‘* Soon, borne on time’s most rapid wing, 
Shal) death command you to the grave ; 
Before his bar your spirits bring, 

And none be found to hear, or save. 


‘In that lone land of deep despair, 
No Sabbath’s heavenly light shall rise ; 
No God regard your bitter prayer, 
Nor Saviour call you to the skies. 


‘*No wonders to the dead are shown, 
The wonders of Redeeming love ; 
No voice his glorious truth makes known, 
Nor sings the bliss of climes above.” 
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